
ited); specialized use of 

HVAC ducting; compre-

hensive use of insulation 

including a green Zip-wall 

system, foam throughout 

the build, and a separate 

foamed structure in the 

attic to house HVAC 

equipment while prevent-

ing excessive/continual 

temperature fluctuations; 

identification of the geo-

graphical location from 

which materials are pro-

cured to determine dis-

tance/energy required for 

transportation; LED light-

ing fixtures; required use 

of zero or low VOC 

(Volatile Organic Com-

pounds) products during 

the build including paint 

and chalking; use of wa-

ter conservation plants 

for landscaping; special-

ized water conserving 

irrigation techniques; and 

use of solar panels, or 

geo-thermal.  

LEED inspections are 

continuous from the first 

day through the conclu-

sion of the build. They are 

conducted by profession-

al LEED certified inspec-

tors who are specifically 

LEED trained. While all 

builders are required to 

adhere to county build 

codes, LEED requires 

their auditors to be far 

more rigid and demand-

ing in terms of their in-

spections and document-

ed use of materials. Illus-

tratively, LEED is every bit 

This is a question that we 

are frequently asked as 

many new custom home 

buyers become increas-

ingly aware of and inter-

ested in the possibility of 

building a LEED Certified 

Green home. It is not sur-

prising since The U.S. 

Green Building Council 

has found that Green 

Homes can sell faster and 

for more money than 

comparable houses that 

do not have eco-friendly 

features. Better yet, 

Green Homes are increas-

ingly in demand with 

more than half of all peo-

ple ranking green and 

energy efficiency as top 

requirements for their 

next home. 

Unfortunately, in the past, 

n u m ero u s  bu i ld e rs 

claimed to be building 

green homes while they 

were in actuality only add-

ing a single aspect or 

minimal green features to 

their traditional builds. 

That false advertising, 

coupled with a desire to 

protect the consumer, led 

to the creation in 1993 of 

LEED (Leadership in Ener-

gy and Environmental 

Design) by the U.S. Green 

Building Council. Their 

purpose was to create a 

system that defined and 

regulated what a certified 

green home was while 

combating builders that 

were claiming to build 

green homes, but were 

not. It also elevated the 

LEED build process to a 

definitively higher level of 

excellence. 

They established a LEED 

process for green built 

homes that is both rigor-

ous and difficult to attain. 

Essentially, it is an entire 

system-based process 

which is primarily focused 

on (1) Indoor environmen-

tal quality and health 

(cleaner indoor air to 

breathe) (2) Energy use 

and efficiency (dramatic 

monthly utility reduction/

savings on electric, gas, 

and water bills, and (3) 

use of superb, environ-

mentally friendly, weather 

sustainable materials and 

workmanship, all of which 

is required to achieve the 

superior LEED level of 

build excellence. 

LEED is centered on the 

builder creating and man-

aging an overall system 

designed to build the new 

home while doing so in a 

comprehensive and sys-

tematic eco-friendly man-

ner. Points are awarded 

for various distinctive 

features used in the 

home build process. Ex-

amples include: Re-

cycling materials from the 

original dwelling versus 

demolition and filling the 

dump with disposable 

materials; the use of se-

lective building materials 

(e.g. products from rain 

forests are strictly prohib-
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as concerned with what has 

been constructed “behind the 

walls” (which are hidden from 

view) - as they are with what is 

“visible” to the eye of the 

home buyer.  

Final LEED approval process-

es include an analysis of duct 

usage to ensure absence of 

leakage, venting unit usage in 

each bathroom, and testing to 

ensure that the LEED home is 

as close to 100% air tight as 

is possible. This comprehen-

sive process results in an 

incredibly energy efficient 

home (dramatically lower 

monthly energy bills) which is 

also far healthier than tradi-

tional builds since it does not 

have “stale air” resulting from 

traditional new home build 

leakage, and instead has 

clean air which has been fil-

tered of toxins and pollutants. 

A top- quality build, far superi-

or to the traditional build, is 

ensured through the use of 

best materials and workman-

ship.  

LEED is perhaps best known 

for commercial buildings- 

nearly half of all new buildings 

being constructed today are 

LEED Certified. Unfortunately, 

only 1% of builders who con-

struct residential homes in 

the U.S. are qualified, or even 

capable of building LEED 

homes. The reason for this is 

two-fold: (1) because it is diffi-

cult to build and attain LEED 

Certification, and (2) a LEED 

built home is more expensive 

up front to construct than a 

traditional build.  

We are not environmental 

zealots at Virginia Luxury 

Homes. However, we are very 

sensitive to the environment 

in which we live. That is the 

reason why we have been 

building LEED Certified Green 

Homes since our beginning as 

a company. We are also Value 

Engineers. Being Value Engi-

neers for our customers, we 

believe it is very important 

that we are qualified to build 

LEED Certified Green Homes 

because a LEED home build 

offers great VALUE for our 

customers. To us, LEED is an 

economic trade-off, an option 

to be considered in regard to 

any new home build. It initially 

costs more to build a green 

LEED Certified home. Howev-

er, monthly utility savings are 

dramatic, the home is healthi-

er, and whenever the home is 

ready to be re-sold; research 

has demonstrated that it will 

sell quicker and at a premium 

price compared to traditional 

builds. This is why we are 

among the 1% of U.S. builders 

qualified to build LEED 

homes.  

QUESTION: Does Virginia Lux-

ury Homes require that their 

new home builds be LEED 

Certified? 

ANSWER: No. We believe it is 

an option for our customers. 

During our meetings with pro-

spective clients, we explain 

LEED and share our opinion – 

that LEED is an economic 

trade-off. We will candidly 

share customer utility bills 

from our builds and let our 

customers determine for 

themselves whether they are 

interested in investing in 

LEED. We find that the majori-

ty of our customers do re-

quest that we build them a 

LEED Certified home. Howev-

er, others have chosen to only 

use select green features - 

but not the entire LEED build 

process. This is our client’s 

prerogative, we honor their 

decision either way they 

choose, and we will build their 

DREAM HOME according to 

their decision - designed and 

crafted - according to their 

specific wants, needs, wishes, 

and vision - within their budg-

etary constraints. 
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